
Parc Maisonneuve Night-O, September 22nd 2018 
 

 
“All cats are grey in the dark” 

 
 
Welcome to the first Ramblers Night-O! 

All cats are grey in the dark, and all trees look alike. 

Orienteering in the dark poses some special challenges as only features close by can be seen, while the 
broader picture remains obscure. It takes confidence and special care to not lose your way or even your 
head. 

Luckily we're in Park Maisonneuve and the Olympic stadium stands out as a beacon which will always 
lead you back to the main chalet. 

 

Registration 

All registrations for the event have to be done in advance. No exceptions! 

Since the race is a mass start, we can't handle registrations in the evening of the race. You have to 
register online in advance if you want to participate.  

Visit https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2018-09-22-maisonneuve-night-o to register – it just takes a minute! 

Online registration closes at 10am of the race day. 

 

Location 

Park Maisonneuve lies in the east of Montreal, close to the Olympic stadium.  

The street address is 4365 Sherbrooke St. East, Montreal. 

● By metro: metro stop “Viau” on the green line, then walk east in the direction of the botanical 
garden  

● By bicycle: ride east along Sherbrooke street until you have the Olympic tower to your right. 
The Park Maisonneuve is at your left.  

● By car: follow directions to the botanical garden. Parking is available near the chalet ($12) or 
along the Viau street, north of the parc.  

 

Pre-race procedures (waiver signing, compass rental, SFR petals) will be held in the chalet at the 
south-eastern entrance to the park. There are bathrooms and water fountains. 

The chalet will close at 7pm, so everything will have to be stowed outside before the race starts! 
Someone will be around all the time while you’re out in the dark, but we advise to not keep any 
valuables in your bags. 

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2018-09-22-maisonneuve-night-o


 

Schedule on Saturday, September 22 
before 10am Last chance to register for the race via Cheddarup 

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2018-09-22-maisonneuve-night-o 

 

5:45 - 6:45pm Waiver signing (everybody) at the Parc Maisonneuve chalet. 

If you need a SFR timing petal you'll get one now. 

If you want to rent a compass you can do it now. 

Please don't forget to CLEAR your SFR petal before the race! 

 

6:45 - 7pm Move everything out of the chalet. The chalet closes at 7pm and 
everything will have to be moved outside before that time. 

Last opportunity to use the bathrooms. 

 

6:52pm Sunset. There will be twilight for another half hour or so. 

 

7:00pm Mass start to the intermediate race. 

 

7:15pm Mass start to the advanced race. 

 

9:00pm Course closure and control pick-up. 

Please make sure to report back to the chalet before 9pm even if 
you don't finish the course! 

 

Mandatory equipment 

● Compass 

● Whistle so we can find you if you're totally lost in the dark.  

● Headlamp (ideally) or a flashlight to read the map in the dark and find your way. Headlamps 
are available at Canadian Tire for under $20, or even at Winners for under $10. If you have an 
extra headlamp please bring it, someone else might be glad. 

 

Course Notes 

The format is a sprint race. There are two difficulty levels and course lengths: 

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2018-09-22-maisonneuve-night-o


● Intermediate : 2.1km length, 13 controls. 

● Advanced : 4.8km length, 23 controls. 

 
We will use non-reflective flags for the event. This makes it a bit harder to find them in the dark, 
however, reflective flags could be seen from 100m in a park as open as Maisonneuve, which would 
spoil the fun, no? 
The park is well-groomed this time of the year. The grass is mowed everywhere apart from patches of 
forest and thick brush. The runnability is excellent and will make for a very fast race for the top 
runners. 
The park is mostly very flat, and there are hardly any wet areas to speak of. 
Note: we didn't meet with the bogeyman during our preliminary visits. 
 
The advanced course will have numerous forkings and a butterfly, just to make it even more fun. This 
should also dissuade you from following the runner in front of you. Do NOT blindly follow - every 
participant will have a different course and different order of the controls! This obliges you to run your 
own race. Be sure to check the control codes before punching as there are numerous controls close to 
each other in some areas. The controls have to be found in the sequence printed on your individual 
map. 
The overall length is the same for all advanced courses. 
 
For those who need some more running after the race, please help us collect the controls at 9pm. Your 
help is much appreciated! 
 

 

Cost 

The event is open to everyone. Club members participate free of charge. 

Prices for non-members are: 

− Adults: $12 

− Students, juniors and Ottawa club members: $8 

− Kids: free 

− Club membership (for the remaining season): $35/person, or $70/family 

− Compass rental for the race: $1 

 
 
Timing System 
The electronic timing system SFR will be used.  
Please bring your SFR petal if you have one. For those who don't, a petal will be provided at 
registration. 
Do not forget to read out your petal at the download station after the race ! 
 
 



Map Notes 

The map has been newly done by Dmitri Golovanov in 2017, with some recent updates in 2018. 
 
Map scale is 1:5000 for both courses, the mapping standard is ISSOM 2007. 
 
There is a construction zone in the park along the east side along Sherbrooke street and the north side 
along Viau. This zone is fenced off and marked as “out of bounds” on the map. 
 
The vegetation mapping is very detailed, down to individual trees and bushes. Patches of trees are 
mapped as “forest” or as “open land with scattered trees”, depending on the density of the trees and the 
vegetation underneath. There are numerous thickets and hedges mapped in dark green. Be sure to 
review the map symbols again if you're unsure how vegetation is mapped ! (see below) 
 
Marshy areas indicated on the map are mostly completely dried up this time of the year. 
 
 
 
Event director and course planner: Sven von Fellenberg 
 


